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STATEMENT

by the Spokespersons of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton and
Commissioner Stefan Fiile on the detention of Mr Anar Mammadli, chairman

of the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Centre in Azerbaijan

The spokespersons of Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission, and Stefan Fiile, European
Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy, issued the following statement
today:

"The High Representative and the Commissioner are very concerned at the arrest of Mr. Anar
Mammadli, Chairman of the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Centre, on 16
December and by the Court's decision to sentence Mr. Mammadli to three months' pre-trial
detention in the absence of his lawyer.

The High Representative and Commissioner Fiile call upon the Azerbaijan authorities to
ensure a speedy, fair, transparent and independent investigation of the charges against Mr.
Mammadli, free of political influence and prejudice while fully respecting due process.

The EU will closely monitor the case of Mr. Mammadli as well as other ongoing legal
procedures in Azerbaijan involving civil society organisations and individuals."
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